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 To support the mission of  WSU and enrich the campus community as well as the lives of  retired staff, faculty and 
administration by providing institutional connections between the University and retirees who may wish to continue their 
intellectual and social participation in collegial life and service to the University.
Jess
 Wow...how can it already be the last week of  July?  Where 
did May and June go? Every summer seems to go by quickly, 
but this one deserves a speeding ticket! I shouldn’t complain, 
because I’ve been lucky to have a summer filled with fun, fam-
ily, and friends.  I hope you have enjoyed the same.
 It’s time to get back down to business at the Retiree Center. 
We have several things happening over the next few months. 
First, I’d like to invite all of  you to our next Retiree Break-
fast on Tuesday, August 13th.  At our July breakfast, President 
Olson suggested that I schedule a future breakfast in the 
Cathedral auditorium in the Education Village. When I re-
turned to the office that afternoon, I found that I was able to 
book the room for our August breakfast!  We will enjoy break-
fast at  9am and then begin a tour of  the Education Village 
around 10am.  We have an exciting opportunity for our Sep-
tember retiree breakfast as well.  It will again be held aboard 
the Cal Fremling which is always a treat. We will have sign-up 
sheets available at our August breakfast, and  Nancy and I will 
be handing out retiree parking permits there. If  you haven’t 
already picked up your 2019-2020 parking permit, please come 
see us at the breakfast or just stop in at the office when you get 
a chance.
 Our Fall 2018 Senior University courses will be starting 
up right away in August as well.  Our first class, Art History 
“Isms”: Late Gothic to Academic Movements will start on Fri-
day, August 23rd.  We still have a few spots available, so register 
soon if  you’re interested.  We have five more wonderful course 
offerings beginning in September.  Two of  our esteemed retir-
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ees will be teaching courses this semester; 
Cindy Killion will teach Free Press Under 
Attack: Journalism & the 1st Amendment 
beginning on Wednesday, September 4th, and Richard Shields will 
teach Great Ideas in Physics beginning Wednesday, October 23rd. 
We are also offering three courses taught by current WSU faculty 
members William Beatty, Matt Lindaman and Jim Schul.  It’s an 
exciting line-up.  I hope you are able to participate in one or more 
of  these great courses.
 If  you’re interested in any of  our upcoming travel oppor-
tunities (see page 8 for details), please be sure to join us for the 
Travel Information Meeting on Wednesday, August 21st at 10am 
in Maxwell Hall 158.  Our Premier World Discovery represen-
tative, Kelsey Van Ordstrand, will be there to present informa-
tion about our Cuba Discovery and New England Rails and Trails 
trips.  Each of  these trips sounds amazing. I hope to see a good 
crowd at the meeting.
 Please be sure to check out the Calendar section at the end 
of  the newsletter, so you can get all of  the important dates on 
your own calendar.  There are several interesting events planned 
at WSU over the next few months, and we have our Fall and Win-
ter Socials and our Living History Premiere happening this fall. 
Nancy and I are looking forward to connecting with you over this 
very busy semester!
 I hope you enjoy reading this newsletter, and I hope you can 
fit at least one (but hopefully more) of  our events into your sched-
ule.  Have a lovely fall season!
My grandson, Harry, and I went to col-
lege together. Actually, it was Grandparents             
University at Winona State University (WSU). 
We took physics. Really! The other choices 
were trees, or robotics. It is a two-day event 
that included the classes, meals, a mini-class 
on Shakespeare, Frisbee golf, or a ride on 
the Mississippi, a movie, and an hour at the 
Aquatic Center, which impressed everyone.
On the first day, we got to Haake Hall bright and early and registered...
Please continue reading the article via this link: Post Script: Grandparents University at WSU
“How many of you children know every-
thing?” asks Scott Olson, president of Winona 
State University in Winona, Minn. Then, he 
asks, “How many think your grandparents 
know everything?” He’s addressing the open-
ing ceremony of grandparents and grandchil-
dren for the start of the school’s annual Grand-
parents University summer program. Oh, and 
the children think they know more than their 
grandparents. Over the next few days, the 
grandkids will delightfully realize just how much their grandparents know.
Every summer, thousands of grandparents from around the United States and around the world 
sweep in and take their grandkids (age 7 or 8 up to age 13 or 14) to one of several college cam-
puses for Grandparents University (GPU). Classes are taught by professors, faculty members, 
teaching assistants or professionals in a specific field.
Each family unit stays in a dormitory room or suite and must attend classes together. It’s a one-, 
two- or three consecutive-day getaway packed with fun, learning and intergenerational bonding.
Visit “Taking Classes with Your Grandchild at Grandparents University” to read the full story.
The Retiree Center was lucky to have two wonderful articles written about Grandparents University over 
the past couple of months.  I don’t have room to share the complete articles, but I am providing links to 
both of them below.  The first article was written by Fran Edstrom for the Winona Post. The second article 
was written by Judy Colbert for Next.com and was also picked up by Forbes.com.  Very exciting!
     Initially published on Next.com & Forbes.com - Written By Judy Colbert
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Post Script: Grandparents University at WSU
GRANDPARENTS UNIVERSITY in the News
Initially published on June 26, 2019 - Winona Post - Written By Fran Edstrom
     Initially published on Next.com & Forbes.com - Written By Judy Colbert
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GRANDPARENTS UNIVERSITY 2019
                            .
              
    Jim and Carol Bromeland brought their grandchildren, Milo and Aldis Bromeland.         Fred Lee and his granddaughter,   
                   Olivia McBride.
       Bea Hoffmann works with her         Ormsin and Harry Gardiner brought their grandson, Charlie Lamont.
granddaughter, Rachel Lambrecht.           
  Our amazing volunteers: Ron Stevens, Bill Koutsky, Barb Burchill & Edwina Wolfe. Richard Shields taught the very popular  
Ann Rethlefsen also volunteered by taking hundreds of beautiful photos for us.        Physics in Everyday Life course.
     Please see our Flickr page to view all of the photos from GPU 2019!         
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As you can see, we have a great line-up of  classes for Fall 2019.  
Registration is now open, and classes are filling up fast!
senior  university  fall 2019
 Free Press Under Attack:
Journalism & The First Amendment
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WSU Announces New Appointments
Kara JAmes
             George Micalone
Daniel Kirk
Initially published on Winona State University News 
Kara James has accepted the position of Associate Director of the Warrior Success Center for Access Ser-
vices.  Kara began working at WSU on July 1, 2019.
Kara has 17 years of direct service experience to individuals with disabilities to enhance educational, social, 
and vocational inclusion.  Nine of those years she was the Director of Disability Services at the University 
Of Wisconsin – Stout, and most recently she was the Sr. Assistant Director at the Disability Resource Cen-
ter at Purdue University.
Kara is very active in the national and state wide AHEAD (Association on Higher Education and Disabili-
ty) Organizations as well as serving on several local boards and organizations. 
Kara states, “I strive to build unity among various sectors of the university system through partnership with stakeholders to increase 
access and foster a culture of inclusion in online and traditional education programs and related student life opportunities.  I find that I 
enjoy this work and take pride in my ability to effect change in both social and physical access for students.”
George Micalone has been appointed Director of Student Union and Activities at WSU.  He began this po-
sition on July 24, 2019.  As Director of the Student Union, George will oversee the planning, implementa-
tion, direction and assessment of all operations, activities and programming within the Kryzsko Commons 
Student Union.  George is stepping into the position previously held by Joe Reed for thirty years.
George comes to WSU with sizteen years of experience, most recently serving as the Director of Student 
Activities and Assistant Director of Memorial Union at Iowa State University for eleven years. He has ex-
pertise in programming, student activities and building operations.
“I am thrilled to be joining the Winona State community working with a fantastic team in Kryzsko Com-
mons and across Student Life, “ states George. “I’m a passionate student union and student activities 
professional that is excited to do my part in making the student experience at WSU exceptional. I know I will have big shoes to fill but am 
ready to get started and make an impact on the programming and operations of the Student Union at WSU.”
Winona State University announces the appointment of Dr. Daniel Kirk to the position of Dean of the 
College of Education, effective July 8, 2019. Kirk previously served as Dean & Professor of Education, 
American University of Ras al Khaimah, UAE. Prior to this, he served as an Associate Dean and Professor 
at the National Defense College, Abu Dhabi. He has also served in leadership positions and on faculty in 
the US, UAE and Bahrain, and was a middle/high school English Language Arts teacher in the UK, Dubai, 
Bermuda and Qatar.
Kirk obtained his B.A. in English Studies and his M.A. in Education-Special Education Needs from the 
University of Sunderland, UK and his Ph.D. in Education-Language Education from the University of 
Georgia. He is a recognized expert on educational policy formation in international settings and is often 
consulted regarding setting national teacher preparation policy and practice, with a focus on the Persian 
Gulf states.
“I’m very excited to be joining the Winona State College of Education,” said Kirk. “I was impressed by the historical legacy of WSU in the 
preparation of highly qualified teachers, and the opportunities that exist for the College of Education to build upon the transformational 
work of Dean Portman, positioning the College to become a national leader in educator preparation.”
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Guest Columnist: David Robinson
   All right my fellow geezers, war babies, and boomers, I have a question for you: what 
would your life have been like if there had never been the Beatles?  This is the query at 
the heart of Yesterday, written by Richard Curtis and directed by Danny Boyle, a fantasy/
romantic comedy featuring a bunch of songs we associate with the Fab Four—  including 
the title tune, whose lyrics resonate throughout, lending a nostalgic edge to the contem-
porary proceedings.
   The lead singer here is a solo act named Jack Malik (Himesh Patel), a late 20s, pleasant, 
unremarkable baritone trying to break through in the various Suffolk pubs, clubs, and 
country fairs that will let him play his pleasant, unremarkable songs on their tiny stages. 
His manager, Ellie (Lily James), is also his friend and admirer of two decades and keeps 
urging Jack to follow his dream rather than return to teaching school, as she does. This 
despite most of his audience consisting of his buddies, the only ones appearing to listen; the rest of the world, including Jack’s par-
ents, politely ignored him.
     So when Jack and his bike are clocked by a truck one night—at the same moment the lights go off all over the world for 12 
seconds—sending him to the hospital lacking his two front teeth, the accident looks like a signal to call it quits.  Except—as Ellie 
leaves his hospital room, Jack asks if she will still feed him when he’s 64. Her blank look tells us she doesn’t get the reference. Some 
days later, he sings for his pals “Yesterday,” the plaintive song of love and loss the Beatles made famous. They are dumbstruck, 
moved to tears, congratulating him on creating this sweet, sad, magical tune.
   Thinking they are having him on, he stalks off. But then he discovers that his vinyl collection contains no Beatles albums, and 
when he Googles “Beatles” he gets a picture of, well, a beatle, and when he searches “John Paul George and Ringo” up pops a pic-
ture of Pope John Paul.  Clearly, something’s amiss or, at least, missing.
     So he puts a toe in the plagiaristic waters; it feels good, though all the words to, say “Eleanor Rigby,” don’t come back at once. He 
tries a few songs out on a local tv station and, improbably (did I mention this is a fantasy?), British pop star Ed Sheeran (playing 
himself pretty credibly) sees his act, loves it, looks Jack up and, bingo! How’d you like to open for us in Moscow next week, Jack?
      From there, the pace picks up, as Jack succumbs to the wiles of a Mephistophelian American agent (Kate McKinnon of SNL 
fame), moves to Lalaland, and starts to lose whatever shards of authenticity remain. Promoters tell him that the White Album 
lacks diversity; Sheeran suggests that “Hey Jude” should be changed to “Hey Dude”; Jack’s debut album crows that he is that rare 
songbird anymore, a singer/songwriter with no collaborators and no “borrowings” from others.
      Naturally, Jack’s disgust and self-loathing grows exponentially, along with his fear that he will get revealed as an impostor. 
(Boyle uses a recurrent image of ascending balloons to imply both the buoyancy of his career and the inevitable popping of Jack’s 
bubble.) And two silent characters keep turning up who seem to know what he’s up to. 
    Worst of all, in rom/com terms, it looks like he’s going to lose the girl, the lovelorn Ellie having finally got tired of waiting for ten 
years to break into his “And I Love Her” column. No wonder Jack screams at his big online release concert, “Help me! Help me”!
     It wouldn’t be fair to say where help comes from though, this being comedy, it of course does and from unlikely sources. The 
resolution is corny, certainly, but satisfying, even fun.  (Fans of Curtis’s early films like Notting Hill will be on familiar ground.) 
And don’t miss the credits, where further comic revelations ensue.
    Along the way, Curtis and Boyle interlard the Beatles’ lyrics with the plot nicely, often ironically, and they dribble out other ma-
jor phenomena that turn up missing in this brave new world. (It wouldn’t be fair to reveal them, as they are some of the most bits 
in the film.) Balanced against the humor, through the liberal use of flashbacks, is the sense of loss, of seeing too late that we failed 
to value the gifts of our youth in our pursuit of success in the “real” world.
   Yesterday may be out of the theaters by the time you oldsters read this, but see if you can find it streaming or on DVD. You might 
even be inspired to haul out the turntable and put the 33 and 1/3’s on and hum ( or dance?!) along. Careful, now: don’t sprain 
anything.
 Film Review: Yesterday
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Winona State's Common Book Project announces its selection for 2019-20: 
Mona Hanna-Attisha’s What the Eyes Don’t See: A Story of Crisis, Resistance, 
and Hope in an American City.  The Common Book Project brings together a 
large community of readers in the discussion of a single work.  
 
What the Eyes Don’t See tells the story of the Flint, Michigan, water crisis 
from the perspective of Dr. Mona Hanna-Attisha, a pediatrician at the city’s 
public hospital. Despite officials’ reassurances that the city’s new source of tap 
water, the Flint River, was fine, evidence mounted that there was something 
very wrong with the water, and Hanna-Attisha helped to lead an unlikely team 
of researchers, parents, friends, and community leaders in proving that children in Flint were being exposed to lead in their drink-
ing water. 
 
With its focus on environmental disaster, public health, social justice, and activism, What the Eyes Don’t See offers many opportu-
nities for interdisciplinary inquiry and conversation. As such, the book will be adopted in a range of classes across campus as well as 
in many sections of first-year composition. Common Book events for this fall will take place on October 14, 2019 and will include 
a panel discussion with Dr. Hanna-Attisha from (3-4 p.m. in Oak Rooms E, F and G in Kryzsko Commons) and a keynote address 
with the author that same evening (7 p.m., Harriet Johnson Auditorium). 
  
What the Eyes Don’t See Selected as 2019-20 WSU Common Book
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RETIREE CENTER TRAVEL OPPORTUNITIES
   Cuba Discovery - March 24-30, 2020 - $3499         
  New England Rails and Trails - October 3-11, 2020 - $3070 
Trip Highlights:
-5 Nights in Havana
-Old Havana Walking Tour
-Museum of the Revolution
-Havana Club Rum Museum
-Hemingway’s Farm
-Old Style Classic Car Club
-Nacional Hotel Tour
-Pinar Del Rio & Vinales Valley




-2 Rail Journeys (Conway Scenic Railroad & 
Mt. Washington Cog Rail)
-Boston City Tour & Faneuil Hall Marketplace
-North Conway, NH
-Billings Farm and Museum
-Woodstock & Maple Sugar Farm
-Ben & Jerry’s Factory
-Portland, ME & Casco Bay Cruise
-Kancamangus Highway & Quechee Gorge
-Cold Hollow Cider Mill
-Portland Lighthouse & Lobster Farewell Dinner
-Multi-Night Stays in North Conway, Burlington & Portland
    Treasures of Ireland - October 15-24, 2019 - $3529   
Trip Highlights:
-2 Nights in Dublin, Belfast, Killarney & Limerick
-Dublin City Tour
-Trinity College - Book of Kells
-Old Jameson Whiskey Distillery
-Giants Causeway & Medieval Banquet
-Belfast City Tour & Titanic Belfast
-Cliffs of Moher & Ring of Kerry
-Glendalough & Saint Kevin’s
-Killarney & Jaunting Car Ride
-Blarney Castle & Woolen Mills
-Rock of Cashel & Adare & Foynes
If you are interested in any of these travel opportunities, please join 
us for an informational meeting on Wednesday, August 21st at 10am in    
Maxwell Hall, room 158.  Hope to see you there!
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RETIREE REMINDERS
2019-2020 retiree permits are now available. Please visit the Retiree Center this summer to receive your new park-
ing permit. Retirees with parking permits can PARK ANYWHERE on campus. This includes all gold and silver 
lots.  This is a fantastic benefit for you, but you do need to make sure to pick up a new permit each year...you may be 
ticketed if your car is displaying an expired permit.  Stop in and get yours soon!
 Student Move-In Day - Volunteers Wanted
Volunteer on Move-In Day - August 20, 2019
The Alumni Relations Office would like you to welcome new WSU students and their families as they settle into 
their new home on the WSU Campus.
THERE IS NO LIFTING INVOLVED!! 
Answer questions, offer a bottle of water or a shady spot to stand and make our incoming students and their   
families feel welcome in our wonderful Winona community.
Please contact Tracy Hale in Alumni Relations if you are interested in volunteering at a welcome tent.  There are 
three shifts: (9-11AM, 11-1PM, and 1-3PM) at three different locations on campus.  
Alumni Relations would like to have two volunteers per locations...ask a friend to join you.
Contact Tracy today at 507.457.2846 or email thale@winona.edu
     Retiree Parking Permits are Available Now!
      Remember to Keep Us Updated...
Please remember to keep the Retiree Center updated with your current mailing address and email address.  If you 
need to report a change, please email us at retiree@winona.edu or give us a call at 507.457.5565.  
Also, just a reminder that the Retiree Center is a 2-person operation, so if you’re planning to stop in, please make 
sure that one of us (or a student worker) is in the office.  Now that summer is coming to a close, Nancy and Jess 
will be in the office more frequently, and we will be sure to keep you updated with any office hour changes. Thanks!
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September
2020 Travel Informational Meeting
Wednesday, August 21, 2019
10:00 a.m - 11:00 a.m..
Maxwell 158
Student Move-In Day
Tuesday, August 20, 2019
9:00 am - 3:00 pm




Helble Hall - 10:00 a.m.
August
Socrates Cafe
September 24, 2:00-4:00 pm
Kryzsko Commons G100
Socrates Cafe




9:00 am - 11:00 am
Ed Village - Cathedral Auditorium
Retiree Breakfast
September 10, 2019
9:00 am - 11:00 am
Aboard the Cal Fremling!
Must RSVP.
Rhythm at the River
Levee Park
September 15, 4:00-9:00 p.m.
Boats & Blugrass Festival
September26-29, 2019
Prairie Island, Winona
    CALENDAR
Winona All Call:
First Daughters Unite
Winona LaDuke’s 60th Birthday
August 23-25, 2019




Tuesday, December 10, 2019
3:30 pm - 5:30 pm
Stark Hall 103 Auditorium
CALENDAR
Socrates Cafe
October 24, 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Kryzsko Commons G100
Retiree Fall Social
Thursday, October 10, 2019
2-4 p.m. - American Legion












Monday, December 9, 2019
American Legion
Invitations will be sent 
in November
Treasures of Ireland Trip
October15-25, 2019
WSU COMMON BOOK EVENTS
Monday, October 14, 2019
Several events throughout the day
See page 7 for details
CUBA DISCOVERY TRIP
March 24-30, 2019
• Athletic Events: Free admission to regular scheduled campus athletic events
• Teaching, Learning and Technology Services: Free campus offered classes when space available 
• Free WSU retiree e-mail  
• WSU Fitness Center access at employee rate
• Free Notary Public services
• Free parking pass for all lots, must renew each year
• 15% discount on clothing and WSU gifts at bookstore, no books
• Computer, printer, fax and copy access in the Retiree Center
• Student tech consultations 12
e
We honor and mourn our University 
colleagues who have recently died. 
We recognize the richness of each life, 
the gifts these members have brought to 
many and the loss felt by 
family and friends. 
in memoriam
the perks of being a wsu retiree
Lois Simons
Institutional Research
May 16, 2019
Brice Wilkinson
Communication/Theater Arts
July 20, 2019
James Eddy
Political Science
July 3, 2019
Marceline Gratiaa
Computer Science/Math
July 23 2019
